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T he PTSA here at Magruder High 
School provides many resources 

for the Magruder community.  Some of 
these include The Courier newsletter (also available online at MHS-PTSA.org/
Courier ), the PTSA website (MHS-PTSA.org), and our Yahoo Group (sign up 
at MHS-PTSA.org/List). 
 
This year, we would like to expand the resources we provide to our school 
itself through two major initiatives: coordinating the grant writing process and 
establishing a “speakers bureau” for teachers that supports their curricula and 
shows students what they can accomplish. 
 
A lot of money is available to schools through varied grant opportunities.  To 
take advantage of this, we must  first undertake a “needs” inventory to deter-
mine projects that are appropriate for grant funding.  Second, we must research 

(Continued on page 2) 

Visit the Magruder High School website  at:  www.ma gruderhs.org 
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W ith the end of the first 
marking period near, we 
continue to enjoy a 
wonderful start to the 2007-

08 school year by increasing the emphasis 
on academic rigor, establishing meaningful 
relationships, and producing results. 

 
All of our wonderful instructional programs, extracurricular activities, and 
support initiatives will be on display during the week of November 13 -17 when 
the Middle States Accreditation Committee visits our school. The purpose of 
the committee’s visit is to assess the processes used by Magruder High School 
in developing its action plans for student engagement, academic achievement, 
and rigor in the overall instructional program. The committee will be determin-
ing whether the planning processes will ensure educational growth and 
commitment. The committee will review our action plans in order to judge their 
validity and clarity, along with the level of commitment of our stakeholders—
staff, students, and parents—to implement these plans. Finally, the team will 
offer an accreditation recommendation for Magruder. 
 
We are inviting community members to join us on Tuesday, November 13, 
2007, at 2:30 p.m. for an initial meeting with the committee.  A meeting       

(Continued on page 4) 
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By Mr. Lee Evans  
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By Joe Stewart 
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available grants that are relevant to such projects.  Third, we must actually write the grant applications, which is an art in itself.   
We also would like to see follow-up of awarded grants to ensure that we accomplished what we proposed and to pursue contin-
ued funding, if available. 
 
The top priorities for our speakers bureau will include Science, Engineering, Law, Accounting, and the Humanities, even though 
there are many other areas where speakers could be useful.  Many of our parents would be great resources for our academic 
programs, and many know other people such as local businesspersons, who, if asked, would be willing to present for our stu-
dents.  Another major resource would be a human resources contact at a local business (e.g., IBM, Hewlett Packard, etc.) who 
knows the personnel in the organization and could provide willing speakers for specific needs. 
 
How can you help? 
 
�� If you know how to write grants and/or are knowledgeable about the grants process and might be willing to help in some 
way, please contact me (Joe@Stewart.cc) or Paula Zeller (PaulaZeller@comcast.net). 
 
�� If you would like to be a speaker and/or have contacts who might be interested in providing this service, please contact me or 
Paula Zeller.   
 
�� If you would like to coordinate either of these initiatives, please let me know.  Your assistance will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Thanks for your valued participation in PTSA!  Together, we can make a positive difference for all students at Magruder! 

(Continued from page 1 - President’s Message) 
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Easy Way To Stay Informed 
 
Can you spare a few minutes a week?  That’s all it takes to stay on top of important news and information from Magruder’s PTSA.  
Subscribe to MHS PTSA News to get e-mail announcements about: 
�� Upcoming PTSA meetings 
�� Volunteer opportunities 
�� Online availability of the Courier 
�� Career Center News 
�� Other items of interest to Magruder families 
 
It’s easy to sign up.  Just go to the PTSA home page at mhs-ptsa.org.   Or, e-mail PaulaZeller@comcast.net and ask to join. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Go Paperless ! 
  
Help Magruder High School save $$ and trees, and declutter your home all at the same time!  Sign up 
to be placed on the "no-paper" list, and you will receive the Magruder PTSA newsletter, The Courier, 
online instead of by snail mail.  E-mail Nita Lemanski at Lemansn1@Westat.com.  Please include the 
student’s name, address, and zip code.   Please put “MHS — No Paper List” as the subject of your e-
mail. 
  
You will be notified via e-mail each time a new Courier is available online.  If you do not already sub-
scribe to MHS PTSA News or MHS News, please contact PaulaZeller@comcast.net. 

2007 - 2008 A+ BONUSBUCKS Program 
 

Attention Giant Bonus Card holders!! 
 

Help Magruder High School earn funds for educational equipment 
 

Register your Giant APLUSBONUSBUCKS card online at:   
www.giantfood.com/schools 

 
Click:  Designate Schools 

 
ID#:  00768 

 
Remember!  
 
The campaign begins October 5, 2007 and ends April 3, 2008.  All Bonus Card 
holders must re-designate their school of choice every year.  If you have any questions,  
please call Mrs. Knox at (301) 840-4646. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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scheduled with our parent community on Thursday, November 
15, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. will be a wonderful opportunity to share 
how the collective efforts of the Magruder staff and community 
have resulted in excellence. 
 
Students are working hard to meet the challenges of rigorous 
instruction across all grade levels in every subject area. Many 
students were able to fulfill High School Assessment  
requirements in October, with additional HSA testing sessions  
scheduled for January and May. The PSAT was administered to 
students in grades 9-11 on Wednesday, October 17, during the 
school day. At this time, seniors were given an opportunity to 
complete a mock ACT, a test growing in recognition and  
consideration by many colleges. In addition, several students 
have taken advantage of the opportunity to take a mock SAT to 
prepare for the official administration of this test on January 19, 
2008. Our students, who grasp the opportunity to prepare for 
these tests, are a strong indication that they are preparing to be 
competitive in their pursuit of academic excellence. 
 
We are proud of the achievements of several students who  
received recognition for their hard work. The 2008 National 
Achievement Program participants who were referred to 
colleges are Adisalem Asfaw, Mohamed Jalloh, Tasnim 
Matala, Sarah Rezac, and Rana Sharaf. Those students 
commended in the 2008 National Merit Program include David 
Cencula, Kevin Cencula, Olga Grishko, John Hatchett, Yi-Ping 
Ku, Mary Lofgren, and Sebastian Rowland. Caroline Wolfson 
has received the honor of being named a Maryland Distin-
guished Scholar Finalist for Talent in the Arts, and Lauren 
Scott recently won the 2007 Achievement Award for Superior 
Writing from the National Council of Teachers of English. 
These commended students are examples of what commitment 
and sacrifice brings. I encourage all students to continue their 
efforts to excel by taking advantage of all available resources in 
order to invest in themselves. 
 
As we focus on resources and opportunities, I am pleased to 
share several new initiatives from our Counseling Services 
Department. Students in grades 9-11 will visit the Career 
Center during a designated English class for an orientation. 
During the week of November 5, ninth graders will visit the 
Career Center to learn what resources are available and how to 
access these resources. Students in grade 11 will sign up for an 
account on Family Connections during the week of November 
12, and students in grade 10 will learn how to explore career 
options. The Career Center will also offer 30 lunchtime 
seminars beginning the week of December 10.  These will run 
twice weekly by grade level. Counselors will help Ms. Hull, 
Career Information Coordinator, with the planning and 
implementation, and guest speakers will be invited to meet with 
all grade levels. All students are strongly encouraged to 
participate in these programs as they prepare for colleges and 
careers.  
 

(Continued from page 1 - Principal’s Perspective)  
 
Sample topics for each grade include: 

 
 
Grade 9: 
 
1. Getting an account on the College Board web 

site and learning how to use it 
 2.    Using the resources in the Career Center 
 3.     Improving your time management skills 

 
Grade 10: 
 
1. Post high school options and programs 
2. Choosing a career 
3. Accessing online SAT Prep opportunities 
 
Grade 11: 
 
1. Accessing online SAT Prep opportunities 
2. Writing a resume 
3. Researching colleges 
4. Getting the most out of campus visits  
        and college fairs 
 
Grade 12: 
 
1. Applying to colleges 
2. Researching scholarships and financial aid 
3. Writing essays for college applications 
4. Job interviewing skills 

 
 
Another great avenue for pursuing excellence is available 
through our academy programs.  Ms. Betty Nataro, newly 
appointed Resource Teacher and Director of Academy 
Programs, has been very successful in her efforts to create 
greater enthusiasm, improve parent communication, and 
develop strong instructional opportunities. The Finance, 
Engineering, Science, Education, and Humanities Academies 
are up and running with a progressive focus on the future. Our 
PTSA is actively creating a list of guest speakers who will   
enrich the instructional experience while enhancing the  
students’ focus on the relevance of work they do now in 
preparation for the future.  We welcome this addition to what 
is being done by our dedicated staff.            (Continued on page 7 ) 
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     It’s NOT Too Late! 
 
If you are not a senior, it is not too late to join The Academy of Finance!  If you 
join, we will help you get a paid summer internship this summer.  Even if you are 
a Junior, you’ll be able to take all the necessary classes to complete the program 
before you graduate! 
 
Enrolling in The Academy of Finance makes sense, even if you don’t intend to 
pursue a business degree in college.  No matter what degree you intend to pursue, 
you can still benefit from completing The Academy of Finance.  Everyone needs to be informed about 
money in order to make wise financial choices throughout life. 
 
Shown below are the classes that you have to take to complete the Academy of Finance: 
 

Required Courses for The Academy of Finance  

 
* Accounting One is a Pre/Co-requisite for all the other Academy of Finance classes. 
 
Students are required to have a paid summer internship, usually between their Junior and Senior years. 
Students also are required to take and pass one college course. They can take the course on their own time 
and at their own expense, or they can take one (or both if they want) of the following courses during 
school: 
 
AP Economics Macro**          2315        ½ credit / 1 semester     12th grade 
AP Economics Micro**          2316        ½ credit / 1 semester     12th grade 
 
**If the AP Economics option is selected, students are required to sit for the AP Exam. 
 
If you are interested, see Mr. Baker in Room D 264 to pick up an application. 
 
          

    
COURSE 

  
CODES 

  
CREDITS 

1 Accounting One* A/B 4111 / 4112 1 credit, full year 

  Entrepreneurship A/B 

           OR 
Honors Accounting Two 

5450 / 5451 
  
4113 / 4114 

  
1 credit, full year 
  

3 Honors Financial Planning 4103 ½ credit / 1 semester 

4 Economics & the World of Finance 4106 ½ credit / 1 semester 

5 Banking and Credit 4104 ½ credit / 1 semester 

6 Honors International Finance 4107 ½ credit / 1 semester 
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Magruder Academies 
By Betty Nataro, Director of Academy Programs 
 
Our academies are off to a great start. Our Academy of Finance will be celebrating the pinning of 28 seniors 
in recognition of their work. Our Arts and Humanities Academy is thriving and providing student volunteers 
to collect and organize food donations at Battle of the Classes. Science and Education students are being 
placed in internships, while Engineering students are busy working on their culminating projects. 
 
We have made great strides in reinvigorating our existing academies and in creating new ones.  However, 
there is still a lot of work going on behind the scenes to make theses smaller learning communities stronger 
and better able to serve the needs of Magruder’s students. Along these lines, we could use the help of the 
larger Magruder community. If you or someone you know can act as a mentor or speaker, or if your business 
can provide internships (especially for our Finance and Science Academies), we would greatly appreciate it.  
Please contact Betty Nataro, Director of Academy Programs, at (301) 840-4600, to volunteer or to discuss 
these opportunities.  

Shadow Visits To Magruder 
By Kathryn Welch  
 
Magruder High School is 
pleased to offer the shadow 
visit program this year.  
Eighth graders who are 
interested in seeing what 
Magruder is all about will 
have the opportunity to 
“shadow” a student at 
Magruder for a day.   
 
If you are interested in having your child participate, 
please visit the Magruder PTSA website at mhs-
ptsa.org.  There is a form on this page that you will need 
to fill out and submit.  You will be notified within one 
week with further instructions, including a shadow visit 
date.  Please note, you will be responsible for transpor-
tation to and from the school on the day of your visit. 
 
We hope that students who are looking at other high 
schools will take advantage of this opportunity to 
evaluate Magruder, along with their other choices.  We 
look forward to welcoming students in our cluster to see 
first-hand all that Magruder High School has to offer!  
 

BELL SCHEDULE  
2007-2008 

Regular Schedule 
 
Warning Bell 7:20 am 
 
Period 1  7:25 am – 8:11 am 
 
Period 2  8:16 am – 9:08 am 
 
Period 3  9:13 am – 9:59 am 
 
Period 4  10:04 am – 10:49 am  
   (A Lunch) 
 
Period 5  10:54 am – 11:39 am  
   (B Lunch) 
 
Period 6  11:44 am – 12:29 pm 
   (C Lunch) 
 
Period 7  12:34 pm – 1:19 pm  
   (D Lunch) 
 
Period 8  1:24 pm – 2:10 pm 
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Spanish Honor Society Induction 
By Laura Kwiatkowski & Janet Bouvé, Magruder High School Spanish Teachers 
 
¿Hablas español?  These students sure do!  On October 24, 2007, 15 new, passionate members were  
inducted into the Juan Rulfo Chapter of the Spanish Honor Society at Magruder HS.  The induction was  
conducted solely in Spanish, which demonstrated these students’ high achievement and mastery of the lan-
guage.  Many parents and friends attended the induction to show the support and pride they have for these 
students’ accomplishments. 
 
Before being inducted into the Honor Society, each student needed to qualify under strict grade requirements, 
go through a firm evaluation, and receive a high recommendation from his or her current Spanish teacher,  
based on important academic and personal qualities.  All 15 students excelled in all five of the following 
categories: honesty, character, respect, punctuality, and responsibility, and all received at least a total of six 
“A’s” in previous Spanish classes.  All 35 members maintain a GPA of 3.3 and above, truly making them 
outstanding students in all areas of study.  
 
These 35 well-deserving, dedicated members participate in a variety of activities throughout the school year to 
benefit their peers and the surrounding community.  Every year, the students do a service project to benefit the 
less fortunate in the community in some way.  Last year they put together individualized, festively-wrapped 
shoe boxes filled with toiletry items to benefit “So Others Might Eat” (SOME), a homeless and food shelter in 
DC. In addition to service projects, all members provide free tutoring twice a week to students of lower level 
Spanish classes.  This activity has proven to be very beneficial and helpful to students struggling to grasp 
certain concepts and/or students who are in need of a re-teach.  Keep an eye out for our tutors in room A202 on 
Tuesdays and in A207 on Thursdays.   
 
This chapter of the Spanish Honor Society is co-sponsored by Ms. Janet Bouvé and Ms. Laura Kwiatkowski.  
We are looking forward to working with these exceptional new members and extend our congratulations to 
them on a job well done! 
 

(Continued from page 4 - Principal’s Perspective) 
 
We also are very proud of the success of our students in the 
athletic arena. Our varsity and junior varsity football teams 
are competitive in every game. Our cross country, girls 
soccer, and our tennis teams have been very tough in all 
contests. The girls volleyball, girls field hockey, and boys 
soccer teams have won—or are leading—their divisions. If 
this were not enough, the varsity and JV cheerleaders, poms, 
flag team, and marching band continue to complement our 
athletic program with outstanding performances. The efforts 
of our coaches, directors, student athletes, and other partici-
pants have been very successful and are a source of pride for 
the entire Magruder High School community. It is our hope 
that the community will join us in the many homecoming  
activities, as well as with the contests during the playoff  
season. Your help and support make a difference. 
 
 

While we have enjoyed a wonderful first six weeks of school, 
we know that it will take the collective efforts of all  
stakeholders in order to maintain what we have achieved.   I  
encourage all parents to join the Magruder High School staff 
and PTSA, Boosters Club, and community volunteers in our 
efforts to provide our students with the best opportunities to 
grow and mature.  Together, we can make it happen. 
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5 Points of Student Service Learning Information 
By Mercedes Bozzo, SSL Coordinator 
 
Students gain positive attitudes from high quality student service learning (SSL) experiences.  
Following are some tips and guidelines that may help you get the most from your SSL experience: 
 
¨ Check the SSL information on the report card.  Contact Mrs. Bozzo with any discrepancies.  Keep 

copies of all SSL documentation.  Do not submit an incomplete form.  Students must include their 
personal student i.d. on the form. 

   
¨ Documentation of service performed during the first semester (August - January ) is due to Mrs. 

Bozzo by January 4, 2008.  The deadline for turning in verification is January 
11, 2008. 

 
¨ Service-learning activities may involve indirect action.  In indirect action,  

students do not meet the recipients of their service face-to-face.  Examples of 
indirect service activities include collections of food, clothing, and/or hygiene 
items, fundraising, and blood drives. 

 
¨ Full participation by students in service-learning activities can result in 

feelings of empowerment, value, and esteem. 
 
¨ All service for which SSL hours are desired must be supervised by an adult 

representing the nonprofit organization.  Parents/guardians and relatives cannot sign SSL documents 
as supervisors of their children/family members. 

 

Edline: A Valuable Resource To Keep You Informed an d Involved 
 
Edline is a classroom-to-home communication tool that allows parents to keep up with their child’s grades 
and communicate with teachers via e-mail.  It is available in all middle and high schools across the 
county, starting this fall.  Parents of high school students will also begin receiving a new report, the 
Student Grades and Graduation Report.  This report will give parents information on their children’s 
academic performance and progress toward fulfilling the requirements for a Maryland high school 
diploma. 
 
Magruder’s Edline Coordinator this year is Michael Warner, Magruder’s Media Specialist.   
 
To activate and start using your Edline account, go to the MHS main web page and click on the “Edline” 
link at the top of the page.  Click on “Click here if you have a new activation code” and type in the 
activation code provided for you in the mail.  If you need an activation code, contact Michael Warner.  If 
you have more than one parent code because you have more than one child at the school, enter each 
parent code, one after the other. After typing each code, click “Enter.”  At the next screen, click “Activate 
this code.”  Once you’ve activated the code, Edline will walk you through the rest of the process.   
 
Edline is an innovative and easy new tool to help parents stay involved! 
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Parent Groups on College Planning 

 
     

Mark your Calendars:  Parent Groups Sponsored by 
Counseling Services Begin November 9 

 

 
 
 
Parent Groups on College Planning 
 

Mrs. Goode, counselor, will conduct a monthly parent group on college planning, beginning on November 
9, from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. Interested parents of all grades who would like to become more knowledgeable 
about college planning and admission and related subjects are welcome to attend. The focus on college 
planning will be pertinent to all grades. 
 
Mrs. Goode has been a high school counselor for 25 years. She is a consultant for The College Board and 
has served in this capacity for Columbia University, NAEP, and the USA Today Admissions Hotline.  She 
has presented college and careeer planning seminars to professional and community organizations, 
schools, and student and parent groups.  Mrs. Goode has been a radio and television guest addressing 
counseling issues and college topics, and she contributes to professional newsletters and magazines.  
Please e-mail (Marjorie_A_Goode@mcpsmd.org) or call Mrs. Goode at (301) 840-4614 if you plan to 
attend.  
 
 
Parent Groups on Parenting Issues 
 

Dr. Diane Berman, Director of Counseling Services, will conduct a monthly parent support group on 
topics dealing with raising teenagers, beginning on November 16, from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. Topics will 
include communicating with your teen, academic motivation, the struggle for independence, improving 
your relationship, and dealing with stress and anger. The group will be open to dealing with any other 
issues of concern that you may have.  
 
Dr. Berman has been a school counselor for 16 years at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. 
She holds a doctoral degree in psychology and is a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor in Maryland.  
More importantly, as a mother of four, she has had much practical parenting experience. Please e-mail 
(Diane_R_Berman@mcpsmd.org) or call Dr. Berman at (301) 840-4614 if you plan to attend.  
 
 
 

 All are welcome! 
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On behalf of the Athletic Booster Club, I’d like to extend a warm welcome to you.  There is a lot of 
excitement surrounding the new school year here at Magruder.  We are very fortunate in that Magruder 
is a high school that benefits greatly from the involvement of the local community.  Therefore, we would 
like to invite you to join the Athletic Booster Club and “get involved!” 
 
The Athletic Booster Club is a volunteer organization that is composed of Magruder parents and friends 
for the purpose of enhancing the athletic experience of our kids while in high school.  The funds that we 
raise help pay for athletic equipment and facilities enhancements for our young athletes.  We have a 
program in place that offers these funds to all coaches of both young men’s and young women’s athletic 
teams.  We work closely with Karl Heimbach, Magruder’s Athletic Director, to ensure that we are “in 
step” with our athletic department and county guidelines.  Over the years, the Booster Club has funded a 
variety of athletic projects & equipment.   
 
Membership Drive / Spirit Wear: 
We have 4 different membership program levels for 2007-2008 that each offer tangible benefits for you.  
The specifics on our membership levels (Gold - $250, Big M - $150, Colonel - $75 and Blue/Gray - $25) 
are available online at many of the fall sports events or from the Magruder Athletic Booster Club web-
site.  You can find the link at www.magruderathletics.org. 
 
Remember:  The funds that are generated as a result of your memberships translate into more dollars that 
we can apply toward the athletic programs and athletes at Magruder.  The “Colonel Corner” Shop that 
we opened during football games last year in the outdoor concession stand at the football field was a big 
hit.  Pease drop by to see our latest selection of Magruder apparel this year.  We have many new styles 
to choose from! 
 
We encourage you to get involved in supporting the Athletic Booster Club.  One of the cornerstones of a 
successful organization is the active participation from its members.  The Booster Club officers will tell 
you that parental involvement is a key element in the high school experience for your son or daughter.  
The camaraderie with fellow parents and students will make the experience very beneficial for all.  If 
you have any questions about the organization or our programs, please feel free to contact us.  Our 
contact info is listed on our website.  Our team is as follows: 
 
  
 *Vice President – Jay Barden 
 *Treasurer / Spirit Wear – Rose Hendrickson 
 *Secretary / Concessions – Brenda Graninger 
 *Membership / Fundraising– Joanne McGrew 
 *Team Rep Coordinator – Tanya Murray-Jackson 
 *Sports Book – Denise Zdelar & Joanne McGrew  
��

Go Colonels! 
By Jeff Boyd, President /Membership 
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The Magruder Instrumental Music Department (IMD) Boosters 
will be selling fresh Balsam wreaths shipped directly to us from 
Maine.   

 
 
Decorated wreaths have large red bows, natural spruce cones, reindeer moss, and rose 
hips.  Wreaths with a bow have a beautiful hand-made red velvet bow.  Wreaths are ap-
proximately 24” in diameter, hand woven, and larger and heavier than most commercial 
wreaths.   
 
 
Look for an order form in the next Courier or on the IMD website on the Magruder home 
page.  If you have any questions, please call Donna Thomas at (301) 330-5970 or e-mail at 
thomasd@ninds.nih.gov� 

WE NEED YOU!! 
 
The Courier is generally published monthly during the school year and 
distributed to all members of the Magruder commuity.  We get our news from 
many sources, including PTSA members, parents, and Magruder staff and 
administrators. 
 
Please submit your articles (preferably as a Word attachment) to 
magrudercourier@aol.com.  The deadline for each issue is the 15th of the month prior.  
Questions? Call Stacey Mesa at (301) 527-1911. 
 
Current and previous issues of The Courier are available on the Magruder High School website. 
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Bring your poetry, songs, or other creative works to a  
free coffee house: 

 
Wednesday, November 7 

6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Olney Library 

 
Open microphone 
Local musicians 

Door prizes 
Free coffee and food 

 
Listeners welcome! 

 
Olney Library 

3500 Olney-Laytonsville Road, Olney 
(240) 773-9545 

TTY (301) 570-1221 
 
 

This program made possible through the generous support of  
the Olney Chapter, Friends of the Library and Caribou Coffee. 

 

Help Wanted!  

�

Each month, the PTSA shows our appreciation to all the staff 
at Magruder High School (all 240 of them!)   We often have 
need of items to be donated, helping hands, and even cash 
donations.  Here is an idea of the things we will be doing to 
show our appreciation in the upcoming months.  Please look 
over the list and let us know if you can help us out.  It is our 
privilege to take good care of those who take care of our chil-
dren! 
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If you have questions or want to volunteer, 
contact Maureen Hanson at: 
mphanson123@aol.com 
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Name (Parent/Guardian): _____________________________________________________________   
 
 
Student Name(s) and Grade(s): ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone: _____________________________________ 
 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
E-mail address (please print clearly): ____________________________________________________ 
 
Fees: Individual Membership                                         ________ $15          
 Family Membership (two cards + free directory) ________ $25 
 Directory only ($5 each)                                       ________                
 Optional donation                                                 ________ 
    Total enclosed             $________ 
 
I would like to be contacted about volunteer opportunities.  ____YES   ___NO 
Thank you for joining PTSA!  Please complete this form and make your check payable to Magruder PTSA and mail 
it to: 

PTSA Membership Committee 
Magruder High School  

5939 Muncaster Mill Rd. 
Rockville, MD 20855 

 
PTSA membership questions?  Contact Pat Chapin at patchapin10@yahoo.com 

 
******************************************** 

 

Magruder PTSA Can Help You Stay Informed! 
 
¨ E-MAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS.  If you’d like to receive news about PTSA meetings, events, and volunteer  
opportunities, and other items of interest to the Magruder High School community –  including links to the PTSA  
newsletter, the Courier – please provide: 
Contact name: _______________________________________________________________________                                
 
E-mail address (even if listed above): ____________________________________________________ 
 
¨ PTSA COURIER ONLINE.   You can get the newsletter faster online.  To stop receiving paper copies and be noti-

fied by e-mail when each Courier issue is available online, please provide:  
 
Name(s) of students (even if listed above):  ________________________________________ and 
Zip Code _______________.   (You will need to be on an e-mail list to be notified when new Courier issues are online.  
Please e-mail PaulaZeller@comcast.net with any questions.) 
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Magruder Facilities Update:  A Tale of Two Schools 
 
By Louis Wilen 
Magruder PTSA Environment and Facilities Chairman 
 

A bout 18 months ago, I ran into a former neighbor and friend who I had known since the time he was in elementary school in the 
early 1990s.  A former Magruder student, he had graduated from a well-known university and landed a job as a teacher at one 

of the highest academically performing public schools in Montgomery County. 
 
As we spoke, my young teacher-friend began to describe some of the challenges of working at a school where most parents have 
extremely high expectations for their children.  “The parents think that their children are perfect,” said my friend. 
 
I continued to listen. “The parents are very demanding,” added my friend. “They know how to get what they want [from MCPS].”  
He went on to tell me about the outstanding educational and athletic facilities at the school. Even the athletic scoreboard was cutting-
edge. 
 
This Magruder graduate appeared to have found the “ New Atlantis.” 
 
Over the next several months, I took better notice of the physical environment at various high schools when I visited for events. I 
reviewed documents that described the renovation schedules for schools.  As a benchmark, I “visited” the auditorium of every high 
school by using the virtual auditorium tours that are online on the MCPS web site. 
 
Does the quality and condition of school facilities vary significantly within Montgomery County?  The answer is a resounding 
“Yes.”  The next question, of course, is “Why?” 
 
Magruder, for those who are curious, is probably roughly in the middle as far as quality and condition of facilities goes.  Many 
improvements have been made in the past two years and we are definitely on an upswing.  But we have several items that are in 
terrible condition (the boys locker room, the auditorium seats, and the orchestra pit cover, to mention a few), and we have a 
continuing maintenance challenge because the school is 37 years old. 
 
But back to my question:  Why do some schools in our county have more modern, superior facilities than others? 
 
The answer, as far as I can tell, is because the parents in some communities are more demanding.  As my friend said, they know how 
to get what they want.  They speak frequently at MCPS hearings. They write persuasive letters to the decision makers.  They don’t 
settle for anything less than what they feel their children deserve. 
 
And when something is needed that truly goes beyond what MCPS can provide, the parents and the students pitch in to provide it.  
The parents join the PTSA and they contribute funds and labor. The students participate in landscaping projects.  Nearly every 
student helps to keep the grounds free of litter. They treat their school as if it were their home. (Several Magruder students recently 
contributed significant amounts of time and labor toward landscaping improvements.) 
 
Fellow Magruder parents, teachers, and students, we can also help to create the excellent environment that our children deserve.  
Write a letter or send an e-mail (boe@mcpsmd.org) to urge the Board of Education (BOE) to fund Magruder’s needs (especially new 
auditorium seats). Speak at BOE forums and hearings. Come to PTSA meetings and express your views.  Join the PTSA. 
 
I know that the entire Magruder staff wants the best for our children, but they can provide the best only if we demand it. 
 
In the end, the quality of the school environment that we provide for our children is not determined by Mr. Evans or by anyone else 
who works at Magruder. 
 
It’s determined by us. 
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FOR  
STUDENTS 
Professional 
Day 
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Daylight  
Savings Time 
Ends 

�� �� �� �� �  
Report Cards 
Distributed 
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��  
Veteran’s Day 

��� ��� ��� ��  
Drama:  Second 
Stage Show:  
7:30 p.m. 
 

��� ���
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PTSA Meeting:  
7:30 p.m., 
Media Center 

��� ��  
NO SCHOOL  

��  
NO SCHOOL  
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��� ��� ��� ��  
College 
Financial Aid 
Night: 7:00-9:00 
p.m, Chorus Rm  
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Drama 
Production:  
7:00 p.m.  
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