
Parents Perspective

8 Simple Ways…
Parents Can Help Improve Student Grades

1. Check online grades regularly. Most MHS teachers post at least every two weeks. It
will help you spot problems/trends while your student still has time to re-take, re-do or
improve the next project.

Access online grading programs from the MHS Website. Go to:
http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools/magruderhs/. Look on the left-hand column.
Grades is the fourth item, click on it. Then, select either MicroGrade or Making the
Grade. You will have to enter your students ID number.

2. Communicate with teachers. Start an email correspondence with teacher in classes
where your students are having problems. Ask them to identify your student’s
weaknesses, and suggest on what they can do – come in for after-school help, study
more effectively, proofread, turn in assignments on time…

3. Identify resources: Based on teacher feedback, what type of support is available.
After-school support/study hall where students can get help on homework and
assignments, online homework links, teacher’s after-school or lunch-time hours,
departmental resources, English lab.

4. Seek 3-way Solutions: Arrange a parent-teacher-student conference to discuss your
student’s progress and problems. See if you can all agree on concrete steps that can be
taken and how you can work together.

5. Extra Attention Before Quarter Ends: The last few weeks can be crucial for a student
who is on the borderline. Check grades 2-3 three weeks before. If they are close, now
is the time to ask teacher about dates of next assignments, quizzes, and tests. Help your
student schedule extra time to study and complete all assignments.

6. Get a Tutor: Explore tutoring, whether from upperclassmen, a classmate, another
faculty member, or a paid tutor. Find someone who your student connects with and who
can explain how to approach problems, clarify instructions, spot common mistakes and
help them rectify them. Many MCPS teachers tutor on the side, $45 – 75 per hour.
Check with Guidance Office.

7. Shift Student Mind Set: Getting extra help is the best way to find and fix problems.
However, many students resist it. Sometimes parents have to arrange for and insist on
student participation…until they can see results.

8. Praise Success: We all like to succeed and be recognized. As grades improve,
congratulate your student, teacher and all those who have helped.
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